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the Appendix following it yo 
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To the Reaqer. 


bh LEE of 


; Chriſtian Reader, 

H#s enſuing Meditation upon making 
| Religion ones buſineſle, having firſt 
| affefted my ownheart, and afterward 

ith ſomefricnds to whom it hath been communica- = 
.. ted; I have bcen ſo far made to belecve, that 
It by Gods bleſſing it may be ſome advancement 
thi to the buſineſſe of Religion,now'in this ſea- 
fon when Religion hath Retainers enough, 
but not Servants cnough ; that at laſt my 
thoughts told me, The very expreſſions 
; herein would upbraid me as nor true to 
them, if I had denyed, or longer delayed 
their publication. T have no doubs but ſun<* 
| dry paſſages in them, will mect with ſome 
| Scoftes, and ſome Cavils,as being over-nice 
and preciſe, and T ſhall mcet with ſome Re- 
# proaches, as nos anſwering my own ſtrict 
' rules. But in hopes there will yct = a 
thoſe, that will both be g'ad to ſee ſuchFpcece 
of 4 Patrern for their Hearts and Lives, and 
' alſo fIrive to make it their own in affection 
eA 3 and 


To the Reader, 


and praftice; T have reſolved to adventure | 
the one and the other : and do truſt alſo that | 

by Gods grace, it will ſomewhat help to make | 
me tbe more watchfull over my own ſeif and .1 
my behaviour, that T may not only not ſhame | 

my (ctf and my ſo publike profeſſions, but alſo 
may ſct a Real Copy inſome proportion ſutc-: 
able to this Verball one, for thy double benes 

fit. Hercin if thou wilt help me {till with 

thy prayers (as T am confident thou wilt, if 
thou reap any benefit by it) T againtell thee, 
thou mait be the better for ir thy (elf, +- 
while I am thercby throuzh Gods mercy to u6, 
both, helped to do thee yet ſome further $piri-” & 
tuall ſervice, which while I live, T muſt n0w, F 


alway profeſſe my ſclf ambitious of, as being 
ever, 
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: Of making Religion 


r ones buſine eſſe, 


ff > TINS ek 
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to. Y true Friend, Ir hath 
Pw, been an uijuall ſaying 
ng! with me, ( would God 


3 1 could ever have the 
__, feeling of it in my ſelf,) that the » 
' Charadter of a goaly man,ts tomahe * 
: Religion his buWee (ſe. v. 
I will now a little deſcant upon 
ir, ſo as to fet down what I ſhould 
| and would do in this kinde.1 ſhall 
| ſer a Copy, at leaſt to teach my: 
' felf, and provide a remembrancer 
.to quicken my frequent dulneſſes, 
3 ; (OF 4 
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ner 
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2 Of making Religion 


1. 1 aefire to have my AﬀeGtions 
«ll molded by Religion,and towards 


:it, my thoughts, and words, and 


deeds, to be all exerciſes of Rel:i- 


gion, and my very ceſſation from! 
works commanded by Religion, and 
limited and circumftantiated by 


Religion : my eating, drinking, 
ſleeping, journeying, viſiting, en- 


rertaining of friends, to be all di- 


relted by Religion; And that a- 


bove all, I may be /erio and baſe 


inthe a&#s of Religion, abour the 


' Word, Prayer, Prayſes, Singing, 


Sacraments, not only that the du- 
ties in each kind be performed, 


but religiouſly performed , with 


life and vigour, wich faith, humi- 
lity and charity. 


2. To theſe ends, I deſire my 


heart _ be poſſeſſed with theſe 
ewo fundamentall principles. 


| 1, That Religion s the end of my 
Creation, and of all the benefits, 


not 


mJ 
ts, 
ot 


ones Buſineſſe. 3 


not only ſpirituall, bur tempora!l, 
which God beſtows upon mee. 

2. T bat Religion t my filicity, 
even for the preſent ; though de- 


' rived from that eternall felicity, 


which is now laid up for me, and 
to be hereafter poſlefled by me in 
Heaven: fo glorious is that felici- 
ty, that from the firſt moment of 


' our intereſt in it, it caſts a 1ght- 


ſome gladſome brightneſle upon 


' the ſoul, even many years ſome- 


times defore the enjoyment of che 
fulneſſe of it; like to the Sunne - 
ſheddinggfomttetis. fore-running 
beamggoeCnliShten all our part of 
the world, many minutes before - 
his full light offers it ſelf ro our 
eye. | 

3» When I ſpeak thus of Rel;- 
Fion to be Felicity, ] meanit of 


ne > 


| Gedand Chriſt, the ObjeF of Reli- 


£i0n : without whom, Religion is 
bur an empty name, a pernicious 
A. 4 errorr,. 


A Of making Religion 

errour, But as Religion is to know 
God, and him whom he hath ſent, Fe 
ſus Chriſt, it ts eternall life, begun | 
now here below: but never toend. | 
in any time or place, F 
4. 1 wiſh theſe thoughts may meet 

me firſt inthe morning, as worldly-. i 
minded mens buſineſſes do them: 7 
thatl may countall things but in- / 
terrupttons till my minde beſetled 
in its courſe for that day, and that; , 
my minde be ſo ſetled and habitu-, C 
ated in theſe purpoſes, that it may; v 
be readily in order ordinarily,and; T 
only need time for ſolemn perfor-: d 
mance of religious duties, and fot- 
extraordinary projects. Te 
- 5, Specially / wi/h,as Iam bound a/ 
by millions of eternal obligations} w 
That T may love the Lord my God,-ſp 
>-Chriſt leſus my Redemer with all mj\m 
" heart, with all my ſoul, with all my;eu 
minde,with all my ſtrength, to thew! 
utmoſt extent of all theſe ny 

and; 


F 


ones buſine fie. 5 


109 and thatto make my minde more 
7e apprebenſive of them, 1 may not 
zun prophane any of them, by uſing to 
end. ſay in ſight matters, ( / /ove [ach 
| athing with all my heart, or I will 
vert de ſucha thing withall my heart). 
ly- it may ſeem a nicety to check ſuch 
mM: a phraſe : bur I read this morning, 
in. Pro.7.2. Keep my Commanaments, 
led and live, and my Law as the Apple 
Hat; ef rhineeve. (Which ſentence by 
tu-, Gods blefling hath occaſioned this 
nay: whole Meditation whatever it is) 
and, The Apple of the Eye is the ten- - 
for- dereſt thing in the world of 17 z-- 
fot- rall things, the Law of God no- 
 leſſe (infinitely more) in Sprrien- 
und als. As I therefore like not the 
ons; word' ( [nfinite ) but when we 
704,-ſpeak of God : ſo thoſe forena- 
I m med phraſes ſeem to be Gods pe- 
/ m;@aliar : and that ane- main cauſe, 
thewhy common men ſo readily fay, 
ſes:-T hey love God with all thiir heart, » 
and; A EM. 


| 
6 Of making Religion 
(1 mean, why they ſo eafily de- 
ceive themſelves in fo ſaying \ is,, | 
becauſe they have adulterated the | 
phraſe | with a/! my heart and pro-; * 
ſtituted it to every baſe trifle. Say| 
if it be not ſo. And then as Saint 1 
ames blames for not ſaying [_ If : 
the Lord Will, &c. | though every 
one will grant ſuch words neceſſa- 
ry, and pretend to ſuppoſe them: 
ſo is it not blame-worthy ro ſay in 
petty matters, what ſhould make 
a ſacred ſound in our ears, and to 
Qur ſpirits ?. [ 
- 6. IwiſhTcould loſe my ſelf ink 
' holy trance of meditation,every tim, 
- 1 think, of Ged and Chriſt, as thi 
authour, fountain, life, ſubſtance 
of all my happineſſe ; All-ſuffici 
ent, ( alone-ſufficient ) only-ſut 
ficient for my ſoul, and all com 
fort and good. Nothing wantinj 7 
in God and Chriſt to eternity.Ni # 
|. needofany creature ; No acceſſi 4 
18 6! 


S>, aA AO rm a, fy, =y yp > w 


ones buſencſſe. 7: 
on by any creature : No one crea- 
ture, nctall of them comparable 
ro him, or any thing without him. 


Time loſt, happines Joſt,whilecon- +» 


verſe with any creature, further 


- 


then according to his ordinance : : 


as his Inſtruments and ſervants. 


7. 1wiſh 1 could forget all reſpeits * 
to my ſelf, carnal, natural, while T - 
have any ſcrvice to perform to Gods. -. 


[as I have every moment, though 
I cannot ever think ſo ] that I 
might ſhew I love God with 
ſtrength, 27y God with all my 
freneth, and never be weary : of 
his immediate fervices ſpecially : 


' or if naturally, yet not ſpiritually. 
 Lufts are vigorous, when the bo- 
dy languiſhes, being ſpent. 0h why. 


25 not grace more ſtrong ! 
8. Iwith my heart may never 


recoil upon me, with ſ:ying,7 how 


mightef# now or ſuch a time, have 


done thy Ged, thy Saviour more ſer- 


VICE: 


8 Of makzng Religion ; 
vice then thou didſt ; even when thou' 
aiaſt ſomewhat, thy body and ſpirits 
would have held ont longer time,and þ | 
enaared a greater ſtreſs of zeal. And' 
much leſle, Thon didſt wholly looſe? | 
ſuch an opportunity of doing op-we-x. | 

. good or recetvingegood, ( though ; 
ſcarcecanany one do good, who & 
receives notſome preſent paiment,” | 

at leaſt in ſoul, the enlargement of: y 

grace and holy aftecions) and y 

leaſt of all, Thos didſt wholly em-: x 

C 
fl 
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ploy thy ſtrength to fin, or, thou haſt. 
weakned thy ſtrength by intempe-} 
rauce or any other fooliſh or finfall 
pratt ices ; 
9.T wiſh thatevery day among” 
my firſt thoughts, one- may be,* 
* What ſpecial buſineſſe have I within 
* deors ? within my ſoul, what fra to. 
* mortifie * whether lately raging, 
and even. but laſt day or night! 
|| prevailing over me? or which-I: 1 
||... have had: (at leaſt ſome late) v- fr 
Tp . - tories 
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ones Buſineſſe. 9 
Aories over ? that I may allot :ime 
ro purſue it, and by no means for- 


get it in my prater, and arm my 


1d! /clf againſt the encounter, if there 
/e* be any poſſibility of my being af- 
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faulted thatday. And what Grace 
to ſtrengthen ? wherein I have been 
exceeding feeble of late? oreven 


' begun to obtain ſome vigour ? 
which it may eaſily be loſt, and 


will be, if not with all care and 
means, and prayets, fomented and 
cheriſhed ; that ſo I may prepare 
for it, Theſe are a Chriſtians main 
baſineſſes within himſelf alwaies. 

10, Withall, 1 1/Þ to die daily. 
F-mean nor, that Idaiiy wiſh for 
death ; but that I may foreſee-it 
more then poſſible, and may pre- 
pare for it, reſolvedly, contented- 
ly : that I may look at it, as at a 
means of happineſs, and take ſuch 
order as it may not cut me” off 
from any main neceſſary imploy- 
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To Of making Religion 
ment : But each hour and minute. 
ro diſpatch the ſubſtantials of my 
baſineſſe, and referre circumſtan- 
ces and events to the all-wiſe, 
powerfull, and gracious provi- 
dence of the great Ruler, and 
King of the whole world, and of 
every creature. 
* 11. 1 wiſh to improve every relas 
* r10n I ſtand in towards any of mane 
* kinde, tothe advancement of Relt. + 
« gion : that Glory may redound to | 
Chriſt, by my vcing a childe to! { 
one,a brother to another, a neigh-! \ 
bour to a third,a kinſman,a friend, x 
an acquaintance to any one : That x 
as well for the credir of Religim t 
(which commands to give to all x 
their due honor, and to love then t 
as-my ſelf ) as for the propagatior 
« of Religion : 1 may be ambition: 
* to approve m7 /elf the beſt childe 
* or SubjeR, or Friend, &c. inth 
world: And carefull alo, to inf 
nuat 
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ones Buſineſſe. IT 
nuate my ſelf, as much as may be, 
into the fayour of every one I 
converſe withall in the world, of 
Superiours by /ubmiſſion and dili- - 
gence : of Equals, by conrteſie and'- 
freedom : of Inferiours, by affabi- - 
lity mixt with gravity, and genrle- * 
neſſi e, with neceſſary Friftneſſe. : 
And that I may not fail to extzrle 
God'to what ever ground I gain 
upon the affetions of any, that is, 
to engage them thereby the more 
forwardly in his ſervice, in their 
own perſons, and towards all o- 
thers, and that I my ſelfalſo may 
reap fome ſpiricuail benefit. by 
them, that ſo I may bleſlſe God for 
them, and they him for me, and 0- 
thers for them and me together, 
12, Particularly, 7 wi, that to- + 
ward I nferiours [ may HAECVEY pat " 
leſſe, but rather more Weight #p0n * 
Gods commandments then mine own, « 
and UPON religion then cc obe 
[E:Vances 2: 


12 Of making Religion 
ſervances: and that becauſe the 
beſt are not Angels,- ] may bear 
with more patience, failings in | 
meer wor/a/y, then /p:ritnal mat-; t 
ters. E 
13. I wiſh never to be one of t 
thoſe that feed themſelves with-! y 
out fear ; but that wherher I eat: 1 
» or dtink, I may do all to the glory 6 
. of my God, that is, Seaſonably,Spa-f F 
. ringly, and with Choice;- for} tr 
MT 
pi 
V1 
bc 


* Health and Strength : not Glur-} 
'rony, Drunkenneſle, or Riotous| 
* curioſity. That I may daily. re-} 
member [ my buſineſſe not to be, to! 
live to eat, but: eat to live, that I W 
may follow my buſines, that is Chri-l cen 
ſtianity :} that T may not forget, | 2h; 
how ſlippery a place the throat. is, of 
and how eaſily that glides down, | zen 
which afrer works diſeaſe : that; th 
becauſe the craving of the ſenſual; wh 
appetite, ſeemins but reaſonable, ; as 1 
being but for ones ſelf, is oft. the | lea 
| betraying | 
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' ones Buſineſſe. 13 

e. betraying of Reaſon it elf, beſides 
ir} the quelling of Grace: both 
n Grace and Reaſon may combine 
t-| togetherinthe praQtice of th dif- 

| ficulteſt piece of ſelf-deniall : And 
ff that Imay ever conſider, not only 
1-| What a ſhame, what an unthank- 
at + {ninefle it is 1n the leaſt degree to 
'y diſable my ſelf for the ſervice of 
3-' Him, who allows me liberally fo 
»r} much as can be fit for me, how 
t-} much ſoever that be. but alſo whar 
pityco waſte good Creatures 9/0 
vile a purpoſe, as to weaken my 
to: body, or overcharge my ſpirits, - 
1} with what was meant to ſtrength- 

| en and quicken them. That from » 
t,: the obſervation of the untowaraneſſe * 
s,. of my minde, When it 2 in the bet * 
n, | temper, T may tremble. at the 
at; thoughts of the leaſt intemperance, * 
al} which if it ferter not my body, ſo. 
e, ; 4$it cannot doe its duty, will ar 
ie; leaſt hamper my wits, and many 
if | = times 


/ 


14 Of making Religion 

rimes take away from me the Will \ 

ro0g80 about it aright, That there- | 

fore I may count all inordination |} 

orimmoderation in meat or drink, 

Poy/on at leaſt ro my ſoul, andina | 
C 
' 


degree alſo to my body, as is con- 
feſt by all, Some meats and drinks 
to be in themſelves, to ſome, and f 
others, if tiken to ſuch a quan. n 
_ tity. | # 
* 14. I wiſhtobe watchful over m) tl 
' ſelf alwaies,that I may be thus ſober; mi 
and fober,that I may be watchful, » 
and watchfull, that I may with: f 
ſtand enemies, and have time and th 
ſpirits to doe all the works my ei 
Heavenly Maſter ſets me about. | to 
» 15.1 wiſhtoreacem all time 1 cat i\ 
' from ſleep, and ſo to order my w' 
' ſleep, as I may redeem moſt time. us 
To redeem all timel can from ſporti aE 
and ſo to order my employment, th 
as that the varieties of them maj by 
commonly be recreation enough na! 
withou! 


oxes Buſineſſes 15 


1] without uſing any ſports at all,for 
re- my mindes ſake: And that if my 
on body ſeem neceſſarily to require 
any, I may remember | that Nas * 
na rare & content With a little, and * 
INn- Grace never asks more. ] That if * 
nks/ courteſie require me to bear 
nd friends company in their ſports, 
an. may not only refvſe ſuch as are 
«nlawfull in themfelves, bur in 0- 
1m). thers, conſider whether they are 
ber; not for the preſent #»/ea/onable,or + 
ful, vitiated with ſome other ill Circaums + 
ith! fances; being ſpecially ſhie of © 
ant thoſe that areapr to leade affray, 
my either by affording provocations 
tt. £00 impatience , or threatning eo 
cat ſwallow up too much time, of 
my which friends not ſeldom robbing 
me. us, do it no way more then by ex- 
orti. ating of us to hold out with 
nts, them in their ſports ; which they 
maj by an evill, though ſignificant 
ugh name, uſually call Pa$imes, 
10V! | I6.1 


16 Of making Religion 
il + 16. Twiſhroredeemall time from| 
It | 5 

Ill © vain thoughts and unprofitable mn- h 


* ſngs: upon my bed, night or, 
morning, in my walking or riding; 
upon the way, in my attendances| 
where! neither my Eye nor my; 
i Tongue can be profitably ſet on} 5 
WI. work ; and to take thoſe Advanta-! *, 
FF - .ges oreedily ro advance the buſi-| 
» neſles of God and my ſoul. 45 H 
* thoughts are her eldest and nobleſi 
» eff-/pring ; and fo too worthy top 1. 
[|| +» becaſt away upon baſe objeds. 
| ' 17. 1wiſh ts redeem all time from 
| ' #ale words and frivolous aiſconrſes} | 
Wh - to avoid what I can the hearingol feſ 
| | ſuch pratlings; to ſhun a/'/rg41} o 
and frothy, and amatorion Book 
[j My Tongue is my g/ory, and my, | 
W beſt Inſtrument;to advance the! Ly | 
Wl Glory of God and Religion tof $5 
Wl wards others; It were pity t0 | oe 
prophane it with ſuch words, a th;, 
to be upon my coutrary ſcore al Us 


}- ; 


| 


our Buſineſſe. 17 
| day of accounts : and ſo much I 

have to learn of God and of Re- 

ligion, as without (lighting them, 
; Tcanfinde zo leiſure to: give heed 
| to trifles, beſides the danger of 
! poyſonto be conveyed intheſe. If 
! Iwere confined to the ſociety 
"| Pagans, Tmight from thence ex- 
"| pet ſome profitable Diſcourſe, 
though altogether of the world ; 
F and even towards them 1 were 
| bound 70 offer, at leaſt ſometimes, 
| mention of God : How much more 
among ſuch as call themſfelyes 

Chriſtians ! Specially, who pro- 


"hn 
of © 


be neſſe as well as mine. 
RS 


' 18. 1 deſire to redeem all time I 
ry can from curioſity in dreſſing my bo- 


ty and unprofitableneſſe, endan- 


46 
3 b 
Y ſets my bufineſle back. 


& 
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.F 
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of: 


q feſle Chriſtianity to be their buſt- 


- 


b dy, as that which beſides the vani- + 


i! sers the leaving off (the beſt cloa- » 
thing) Humility, and ſo doubly - 


19.4 


— — — — 


18 Of making Religion 
'* 19. Twiſt toredeem what time l 
* c43, even from worldly buſineſſes, 
whatever they are; ſo as atleaſt 
I may never want room to exer-| 
ciſe my ſelf unto Godlineſſe; to} « 
perform my daily ſolemn ſervices| 1 
ro God, both perſonal and dome-| t 
ſtick, and for extraordinary Pro-| $ 
zeas to the Honourof God. a 
v 
Cl 


( 


* 20+» J deſire to take 18 jonrne), or | 
' make no viſit, which fals uot into thi 
* road of Religion, Courtefie [ which} It 

ro allow, and in a fort, even com- be 
mand, is Religious Hononr, ] will! ec 

"carry me a little way, ſometimes: pl 

But ſpecially, P#rpoſes. accompat Ve 

nied with Hopes,of making all my. pr. 
correſpondences pay tribute to Rr ch 
[igion, whileſt in the mean time, | Mu 
am carefull to loſe no opportun# 
ty of rrathcking for Religions gail, 7a 
and reſolute to ſtay no longer tim 2s 
any where, then while 1 may df <4 
my ſelf or others, more go# An 


our Buſineſſe. 19 


there, then in another place. 

21.1 wiſh ſpecially to make all my * 
medlings in wordly buſineſſes ſer- * 
viceable to Religion : Whileſt I 
employ whatever Talent I have 
received, and do receive,to ſtreng- 
then, enconrage, and ſecure my 
Self. Family, Friends,Neigabours, 
and all Fellow-Chriſtians, in the 


waies of godlizeſſe: and to exer- » | 


ciſe and demonſtrate Faith, Humis - 


lity, Patience, Contentedneſs, Li- 
beralicy, Juſtice, Heavenly-mind- 
ednes in the midſt of worldly em- 
ploiments, and thereby to draw e- 
ven ſtrangers to admire and ap- 
prove of that Religion, which tea- 
ches and effecually perſwades ſo 
much good. 


22, Particularly, 7 wiſh that I 
may never graſp Jo much of the *» 


world as to diſtratt my head With 


Cares, or engage my heart in {innes, 


: and that in the ruſt that cleaves 


ro 


» 
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« to my fingers in telling of money x 

« (though each piece ſeem cleane. t 

- nough ) I may ſee the embleme a 

- of the defilement, gotten inſenſ. n 

- bly by the uſe even of lawful! C 

+ things, that therefore I may con. C 

þ + ſtantly afterwards waſh my heart tr 

' - by prayersand meditations. [214 

«* 23. 1 Wiſhto account nothing 1t1 

rroſſ e to me, but what croſſes Relig of 

, 0x in ſome reſpec, either to mj vid 

 _ » own Soulorothers ; to reckon bj bu! 

| that Rule, my loſſes and gains, m! ry , 

| thrivings and goings back: an 2 

for this reaſon, to eſteem [candal pro: 

| the worſt of evils; and to give, 0 diſa 

do, or ſuffer any things to preven »e?7 

or take them away : and next i {x/7; 

theſe the want of Gods Ordinar who 

'M! ces. on tt 

| +« 24. 1wiſh to have my heart anty Of 

| * converſation alwaies in heaven, latte 

counting my treaſure to be laid then 

chere; and though I muſt tradvf 
RE | wits 


| 


ones Buſineſſe. 21 
y with worldly commodities, yet 
e. to reckon Grace my chief ſtock : 
ie and that as fore-ſeeing loſſes, 1 
j- may trade much in the Aſſurance 
1 Office, and ſtudy daily the art of 
n Chriſtian 4/chymy, which can ex- 
rt. tract advantage out of lofles, 
gold out of every thing,even dung 
71 itſelf; that is, Grace not only out 
7; Of every grations att of Gods pro- 
m vidence within fight or hearing ; 
by but even out of affi&ions and ve- 
mr ry fs, 
nt 25+ Particularly, 7 Wiſh to im- + 
al prove the time of fickneſſe, which - 
0 diſables from moſt worldly buſi- + 
en »eſſes, to ſet forward greatly the + 
ti bnſeneſſes of God and my ſoul : and + 
ar Wholly to beſtow that Jeiſure up- 
_onthem, further then the neceſſi- 
anty of my body cals me, partly to 
, zattend it: and that becauſe I.am 
] uthen debar'd from publike means 
radof thriving, I may beg of every 
wit B Viſitanc, 


| 


22 Of. making Religion 
Vicitant, to he/p me With ſomewhat , 
which yet will not impoveriſh, but 
help to inrich them alſo, by xt4- 
all trading in ſpirituall matters: 
and to count this coveteouſneſſe 
| only lawful, Never to think / haw 
enough of Grace, but the /eſſe tim 
I have to live, the more greedy ti 
be to heap up of theſe riches. FR 
; - 26-1 defire to count the Sabbath 
* the Loras day, mine ; made for m 
- for mine advantage, the Market! NE: 
day for my ſoul, a ſpiritual ha, , 
veſt day, wherein 1 may all di 
lons make proviſion, and lay 
in ſtore forafterwards,and robl{ |. 
God continually for it , as withol, | 
which my ſoul might be inda yet 
ger to ſtarve,either through wat 5.x 
of publike proviſions, or leiſu ,..; 
to provide for my ſelf what mig... 
be had: and therefore by 1... 
means to overſlip the opportulp,,.. 
ty, even for my own ſake, beſi \ſent 
| ti 
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oxes Buſineſſe. 23 
)- the Commandment : and to take 
ro the utmoſt Minute that I can, 
* my ſpiricuall liberty to ſerve God, 
', and get Grace, not allowing any 
L thing by my good will to inter- 
* rupt me therein. 
Me 27. 1 deſireto account the Sacra» » 
VU ment of the Lords Supper a ſingu- 
lar Fayr, wherein the Bread that - 
). camedown from Heaven, the wa» * 
® terof life,ſpiritual wine and milk, - 
@ and whatſoever elſe is nouriſhing + 
", and comfortable to the ſoul, is + 
i freely offered, and to be had with - 
out mone), and without price : That + 
4. therefore 1 may be ſure not to 
0. miſſe, when I may go toit : And 
Ja yet, becauſe al! that come thither” 
"i make not ſo happy a bargain, but 
ſu rather purchaſe to themſelves 
iff wrath and judgement, I may be 
' Ecarefull ro prepare my ſelf ſo by 
VExamination, that my ſoul be not 
ſi ſent away faſting, or which is 
y = worſe, 


24 Of making Religion 
worſe, poyſoned, while my body ( 
is entertained. ſ 
28, I atfre to account all othy O 
Ordinances of God, (in their de-+ V 
gree and manner likewiſe ) th. 
means of my Souls enriching, nut b1 
riſhing phyſick.: So that if I ſhould #5 
flight or trifle away theſe bleſſe(” ©l 
opportunities, 1. could not but die 4N 
a beggar, die and ſtarve, die a mi Mt 
ſerable diſeaſed Leper, die and pe ON 
riſh eternally. That therefore! £0 
may not be ſo much a fool, ast! 
have theſe pur as priſes into my 4c 
hand to get wiſedom withall, ani **ſ 
I to have no heart to them : or tha, VN 
pretending no otkererrand to tht life 
place where they are, nor othe Nc 
buſines ar that time, but to recein MET 
them, I ſhould be ſo wicked} /#* 
mad as to (leep away the ofersd *N 
Grace then tendered unto me, 0 Vert 
ſuffer my minde to be divertedt: matc 


any other thing, or to look 5 ly /e 
0 


No 


ones Buſineſſe. 25 
God ſhould hear me where I 
ſcarce hear my ſelf in my prayers, 
or refuſe to hear him in his 
Word. 

29. 1 deſire to. account thoſe my 
beſt friends that moſt help me in my * 
buſineſſe of Chriſtianity; And to 


- eſteem a watchfull conſideration 


and fairhfull admonitions, the 
moſt neceſſary and beſt expreſli- 


ons of fr endſhip,. and beſt hejps 


to my feeble and frail minde. 
30. I aefire if ever I marry, to 
account that one of the greateſt bufi= 


meſſes even of Religion, that 1 can 
; undertake any time in my whole 
| life; which if I ſpeed well in,will 


incomparably (beyond that other 
men or creatures can) Advance my 


ah ſpiritnall projetts and advantages ; 
.« and contrarily diſappoint and 0- 


3» 
* 
. 
# 


y I + 
att 
ws 


30. 


yerthrow them if I make an ill 
match: that therefore being tru- 
ly /enfible of my own naturall (in- 


B 3 fall 
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' fall inclination, which may betray 
me as ſoon as any other, into ſome 
one at leaſt ) of thoſe many un- 


toward courſes, which perſons of 
all qualities and conditions uſual 
ly take on this occaſion ; as alſo 


Apprehenſive of Gods paniſhing n 
fin more frequently or ſharply in thu 
World; 1 may from the firſt mo- 
ment of my entertaining any ſuch} 
thoughts make my moſt ardent 
and faithfull Praiers keep pact 
with them, firſt ro implore to be 
directed in a perfet way, an: 
then to be bleſſed with a true 
helper every way meet for me. : 

31. Particularly, 7 deſzre that th 
phraſes of Marrying in the Lord, 
and not being unequally yoak- 
ed, &c, ( nor corrupted by the 
worlds falſe Gloſles, but truly in 
terpreted by a ſerious conſcience) 
may ever hav# an abſolute negativ 
voice in all propoſitions ; _— 

chat 


ones Buſincſſe. 27 
that I may never marry with any * 
whom T have reaſon to judge nor -» 
to be truly religious ; whileſt yet + 
Iconclude, T hat Religton alone is * 
not ſuffcicnt to make any match. » 
That I may »cver dare to cofſe the 
Rules of nature in too much aiſpari- 


2) of age, or in robbing parents of 


their right, atleaſt of Approbati- 
on and Conſent ; Nor thoſe of Ct- 
vility, by aſpiring too eminently 
above my degree, or debaſing my 


ſelf roo much below ir; withall 


counting it a neceſlary qualifica- 
tion in one, whom 1 may match 
my felf unto, To have zo predomi- 
rant humour Which I cannot bear, 
but :0 be able to bear any infirmity * 
of mine, and to be ( at leaſt) ſome + 
help to my ſpirit in thoſe things 
whereinlI ſpecially need help. 
32. 1 deſire ( for my ſecurity in 
all theſe Reſolutions ) chat 1 may 
ever be in haſte, but make a lea- 
| B 4 {urable 


28 Of making Religion 
ſurable, and ſufficient enquiry by 
my felf and friends, anſwerable! 
ro the neceſfity which the wor/as! 
deceitfalneſſe enforces ina buſineſs 

of ſuch laſting importance ; but" 
ſpecially that 1 may never be in. 
ove ( with the eſtate or comeli. 

neſſe of perſon ) which would 

hinder any full enquiry, and ſtop: 
my ears toany (though never 0] 


4 


true an) information, and blinde} 


my eyes from a right — | 


- Whether there be indeed that which} 
»71n others I Was wont to make tht, 
» Charaftr of Pity : and ever-ina} 
_ v4ſible obſervation of defetts, make! 
me wickedly run to Gods decree! 
for my excuſe, and ſay Marriage 
are made in heaven, or preſumpru-| 
ouſly prome/e my ſelf that I fhall 
make them better, when once mar-| 
ried, and head-long run on, not-| 
withſtanding all the contrary a«!_ 
Vice of friends,” or even the com- 
| 92:11108 | 


| ones Buſineſſe. 29 
mands of Parents,and bein danger 
to have my heart broke with diſ- 
;: contert',, if the Providence of 
| God ſhall any way break the 
Match ; which laſt conſideratt- 
,; on forbids alſo too much engage- 
' ment of affection upon the 
| moſt worthy and fic perſon in 
): the worid, while there remains 
| any poſlibility of diſſolving che 
| treaty. | lt 
| - 33. Tdefireto enforce thi anders * 
| valuing of wealth or beauty, upon ' 
; myſpirit, from: the ſcarcity of theſe ' 
| who have all the other more neceſſa- * 
þ Yr Dualifications : and that { 5 2 0 
membring among all the Ends of + 
marriage mentioned in Scripture, - 
; none of them to be to make one + 
1; 74ch; I may never conſent to /c/ - 
my Liberty, my Comfort, my Self, + 
.| for ſo long a term as during life, * 
.: to make never ſo great a purchaſe 
- of Worldly Efate: ASalto,though » 
[4 B 5 FE: 
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I muſt never match my ſelf to a-- 
ny, till.I can love their perfon, I 
may yet count it a ſin zo refw/e one. ] 
otherwiſe every way fit for me, upon: 0 
the meer eXception, that 1 canuit' n 
love, when there 1s no remarkabl, t 
deformity to breed a loathing ; and « 
co reckon it a: duty to pray ear- fc 
neſtly tro God to rectifie ſuch un- n 
rowardneſſe of my minde, 3 þb 
makes me, without juſt cauſe, re] u 
je a gracious offer of his Provi; * .c: 
dence towards me: and that to 1 
prevent the miſchief of an une #&/ 
pected continuall jarre all ou! f: 
» lives long, I may be willing to © 
* enquired into my ſelf, as well ast 
enquire after others, and may ns re 
difſemblingly diſguiſe, for a ft, b 
that which will afterwards com fe 
certainly to be known ; expe#& bt 
- ing that that love cannot be firm, tl 
» Whoſe foundation is laid upon a lit; a: 
But. that I may, by my ſelf & « 
F” | —. mm 


: 
3 


ones Baſineſſe. 
friends, fully and freely, before 


engagement be paſt, Zxpre/s what » 


Texpet&t, both for Piety, and all 


other matters, of habitation,man- + 
ner of living, order of Family,and 
the like : and What may be expette * 
ed from me in each reſpe& ; not * 


fearing that this faithfulneſſe to 
my ſelf and them ſhould make a 
breach ; but reſolving that if this 
would break the Match,being une 


* .concluded, there would be_no 


leſſe danger that it would break 


the Peace afterward,when the un-- 


faithfulneſle ſhould be diſcover- 
ed: and that that breaking of the 


Match were ſo much to be prefer- 


red before this breach of Peace, 
by bow much a croſs is to be pre- 
ferred before a fin, and I cannot 
be a Chriſtian if I beleeve not 
that God can provide b:trer for ne, 
and Will, if 1 yeeld np my Will aud 
all my affections Wholly to him. 

? 34.1 


JT" 
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* 34. 1 deſire to let noday paſſe! 

» withont once ( at leaſt) ſolemn caſts 

* 2g #p M7 accounts, how my ſoul. 
hath ſped that day, and my buſi! 
neſs gone forward or backward; . 
and to allot ſpeciall times for a 
more full reckoning of many | 
daies, and ſumming up my Whol: | 
fbock of Grace : ſo ſhall I be ſure, 
never to become a Bankrapt, but ! 
compound for my debts in time, we] 
fore I'be ſued, purſued to extre- 

 muUry., 

6 Laſtly, T deſire to: ACCOANt: m). 

« ſwreties ſatfattion my beſt riches: 

- and to treaſure up: charily in my 

* heart my Acquittances ſealed with | 

» khisbloud : and to fetch from his! 
ſtore all needful Grace from time; .. 
totime, Hz alſufficiency alone on! 
all occafions muſt furniſh me with 
Wiſedom, Righteouſneſſe, San- 
Qification; Redemption, he is and 
muftbe A// is all to mz. To _ 
: wth 


». 
: 
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| with the Father, and the Holy 
-+ Ghoſtbe all glory, and love, and 
|. faith, and obedience ren- 
: Fa dred for ever. 

J Amen. 

| by 

| 

'| 
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An Appendix ap- 
plied to the Calliog, J 
of a Miniſter. 


= Deſi re ſpecially to | 
af improve myCalling 
7 of a Miniſter to the 
@58 advancement of Ri- | 
ate [igion, both in my ; 
own and others hearts. Whatever | 
calling Ihad, I were bound fo to 
dire&it : but this was erected to 
' that purpoſe immediatly, and ad 


p 


Kher [| 70 found men in religion,| 


and build them up in it. ] Asthere-{ 
fore I muſt firſt account, that of 
me is required 4 greater forward 


neſſe i ein Religion, and higher wy 
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calling of a Minifter, 35 
of heavenly-mindedneſſe, and being 
ro the glory of Chris, then of or- 
dinary Chriſtians ; becauſe while 
their calling oft diſtraQs and di- 
ſturbs them from thinking of 
God and Chriſt, mine leades me 
directly to it; and thoſe notions 
which they through ignorance or 


diſuſe are ſtrangers to, Iam hap» - | 


pily neceſſitated to make familiar 


tome: ſothough I may yet have - 
imperfections, I pretend Re/5gion * 
in vain, if Tailow my ſeif m care- - 
leſſeneſſe or unprofitableneſle in. - 
that profeſſion of mine, the very - 
exerciſe whereof is among the- 


wmaineſt buſineſſes of Religion, and 
which therefore in the Preparati- 
ons for it, and exerciſe of it chal- 


_— all my ſtrength of affeftions 
an 


ſpirits. If God ſhould have: 
given me my choice of all theem- 
ployments the' world knows, I. 
could not wiſh any other, to doe 


af: 
* + 


. o m .* . 
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36 An. Appendix applied tothe ; 
at once moſt good to my ſoul;} 
and expreſle what good I get, tof REL 
doe others ſouls good alſo, and! þ, 
moſt ſhew my love to Chriſt and| ſn 
Chriſtians, in thankfulneſle for] -&y 
all that good I have and look for}! ,, 
both to my ſoul and body. | WC 
« 2. 1 defire thereforeto eſteem it av ho 
« m0ng the higheſt favears, among} rhe 
* the greateſt honours, fo 70 be ſe} Jay 
' 0x Work, ſpecially with ſucceſle:| gay 
and to-make it appear-that-I do ſoþ cy 
eſteem it, by parting forth all m| buſ 
abilities, that there may be no} gow 
want in me; it ſucceſle follow not} mo! 
towards others. All the time my} cal 
Saviour lived his firſt life upon} um} 
earth, after his baptiſm ( rill hef Zh 
wasto prepare himſelf for the ſ»} or 
crifice of his death ) he under-| 3, 
rook no other Calling then his} of # 
and- after his reſarreQion - again] toy 
praftifed it, ſo.long as he conver-| diret 
ſed with men here below, O let} fon, 
T4 my 


_- 
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| my heart therefore be ſo poſſeſt 
| with his Spirit ; that though my 
| body muſt needs have its naturall 


ſupplies in due ſeaſon, yet I may 


ever (as hedid ) count it my meat 


and drink to fullfill and finiſh this 
work ; and my recreation tO $0 a- 


| bout doing good. And therefore 
though his Sabbath, the Lords 
| Lay, be according to nature the 


day of my greateſt coil; yer be- 
caufe that day I moſt advance the 
buſineſle of his Kingdom, and my 


| own ſoul together, I may with 


more. afteRtion then others can, 
| call the Sabbatha delight, and tri- 
umph init, not only as a day of 


Liberty, but of conqueſt and vi- 


F cory. 


3. T drfire to extend the labonrs * 
þ of my funttion beyond the expetta- * 
tion of- thoſe to Whom they are to be * 
| 4ireted, I mean, not ever (yet * 
| fometimes ) ſpecially for length; 
but 


38 An Appendix applied tothe 
butfrequency,to be inſtant in ſea; 4; 
ſon, and out of ſeaſon | wvolenti; bin 

- bx, nolentibus. | And to rejoych bu 

+- therefore, and only therefore, i& wc 

- the multitude of hearers, becauk we 

- among many there 1s more-hope 

- of doing ſome good, whileſt ye ned 

* never ſuffer my ſelf ro be diſcous chi 

- raged by their paucity, ſince Gods - co, 

' Srace 1s not tyed to expec thei cha 

- help of a crowd, and one fouf b/z 

' gained or confirmedis worth af ter 

- age of pains. Cay 

- 1 adeferein all the publike exerch the 
ſes of my Miniſtry to [uit my maty for 
' ter, method, wie repetition, an 
. * all other circumſtances, ſo as I ma 
' be beſt underſtood and remembrei 
' and may best convince and pe 
ſwade every mans conſcience, al 
not to own ore tittle or ſyllab 
that might hinder this in any 
remembring herein my buſinellq 
tobe net to broake for my own " 
it 


( 
the 


ſec 
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% dit : but to deliver the meſſages of 
th him Who ts no reſpedter of perſons, 
< but eſteems the meaneſt ſoul 
is worth ſhedding his bloud for, as 
k well as the greateft. 

Ml 5. 1 defire therefore no more to 
tl neglect the inſtruction of the poores? 
vw childe, or the viſiting of the moſt 
ls contemptible creature Within 1m) 
charge, then of the richeſt and no- 
bleſt ; rather thoſe of the eminen- 
ter ſort may better ſpare me ; be-- 
cauſe they may for themſelves arid 
theirs have more means and com- 
forts then others can, _ 
6. Specially, / deſire not to omit 
the advantage of any ones being 
ſick: becauſe 1. then they may 
have more leiſure to ponder on a- 
4 ,ny good counſell, then the world 
at other times will give them 
leave. 2. Then alſo perhaps they 
may be ſtraighr going out of the 
world,and I may never again have 
any 
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40 An Appendix applied tothe | 
any more opportunity of offering yy, 
them good ;. and then too ( pro! xx7% 
bably ) they may be more ſen, 
ble of the reality of thoſe thing may 
which concern another worlq ,. c| 
when they ſee nothing in thi gear 
world will doe them good, & 46 
keep them here: And whenf gg 
come to any, never to omit the p.c. 
mention of death, which wil m4 ;, , 
ther ſtay onr leiſure, nor be haſit imp 
-d by talking of it : And hereinty gre, 
regard the good of a ſoul, rathg ,þ, 
rhen the pleaſing of any one ,1& 
fancy. mor 

. 4 drfire in all things mt Myt 
ſhould rather be pleaſed with Whal ſoy; 
I muſt do,then for me to do any thiff my 
meerly to pleaſe men , unlefle i þei; 
things otherwiſe indifferent every} ſam 
way, and in them indeed to 4 ding 
willing to pleaſe all men in all r2}, 
things ; taking counſel, in thing] £ 
ef that ſort, of mens —— cart 

y 


calling of a Anifter. 41 


1 but, in ſubſtantiais only of Gods 
% word; except that even in ſuch 
f mens weakneſſe or waywardneſle 
# may fometimes o vary the caſe, 
& 25 that one while they may nece(- 
if Grate a preſent enforcement of a 
| doArine, and another time the 
forbearance for that ſeaſon. And 
* becauſe the determination of this 
F is oft times a great buſineſle of 
importance, I may bend all the 
ſtrength of my prayers and wits 
about it; and where I can, call 
| alſo for the help of other men, 
more experienced in the divine 
Myſtery of- gaining and feeding 
ſouls, being ready alſo to lend 
i my beſt help to others as well, as 
being all fellow-workmen in rhe 
JF ſame ſpiritual husbandry and buil- 
ding, though our lots lye in ſeve- 
ral quarters. 

8. I defire ever to have a ſpeciall 
| care of laying the foundation "_> 

| fir 
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firſt by conſtant catechizing of PE 
all, from very children to the el} '9/ 
deſt that will admit it ; miſdoube} £4 
ing ſtill the ignorance of the nef 
common ſort, when come to yi her 
fit them. And however they onhj .! 
call for comfort, yet:to be moſf 
large in urging thoſe things} 7 © 
which they appear tobe moſt ds} '* * 
feAivein; as in the knowledge of dec) 
fin, and the natureof repentance] *9* 
and even of faith it ſelf. an 
* LIT aefireby all juſt means poſſibh on 
* to prevent all quarrels between mt _— 
' and any Other; and foall preju} *? 
dices, as that which would mud 7% 
hinder my work : And to be wil ae 
ling to redeem their good opinio! ” 
with any thing which is my own *7* 


and thacT can well ſpare. re al 
der y 


4.W1! 
priva 
him, 


* anger, to encounter fin; and yeti0 
ro temper it with the meekneſſe 
of wiſedom, as it may appear | 

mean 


calling of a Mimſter. 43 
 meanno hfirt, bur alrogether good 
| ro the ſinner, and not to be weari- 
} edeither out of my zeal or meek- 
| neſſe, either with the ſtupidity or 
| fierceneſſe of any. q 
I1. 1 defire to acquaint myſelf ſo 
| With the tempers and ſpirits off eve= 

ry one, 4s 1 may ſpeak moſt airetty 
to their conſciences, without auy 
4 decyphering of their perſons; yet 


proof of any fin, becauſe the im- 
| pudence of any perſon hath made 
| their guilt notorious, _ 
'þ 12. 1 defire to account the come 
j| anament of not ſaffering ſin to lie 
1} pon 17 neighbour, (who is my 
x} brother) to /ze prixcipally upon me ; 
| and therefore if publike reproof 
of all,in the preſence of the offen- 
, der will not affe&thim ; to reckon 
3 wiſe and particular reproof 5 
private tO bea debt of love T owe 
. Pim, and to defer the payment of 
at | RT 


not to forbear the publike re- + 


- 


44 An Appendix applied tothe | 
it no longer then till the provi? tha 
dence of God (by /ome fpeciall af wh 
of grving of raking ", {omewhat the 
of worth and eſt eems ) hatch mad! nor 
him fir to receive it. Buc ſpecially pro 
not to let ſlip the /ea/0n of fickneſl for 
or remorſe for fin upon any oth the 
ground ; becauſe then he hath goo 
both more need of it,and it is lik 71 
ro do him moſt good. fron 

I 3.1 deſire inall places,companial ſter, 


» and entercourſes to remember my Wor 


a 


calling. And not only to take heel go f 
that my example ( or any one the 
that depends upon me ) pull no] tent 
down at any time, what my wo for 1 
is to build, or build what I ami} even 
pull down ; butalſo ro know ml] leſle, 
ſelf authorized, whereever | {elf c 
come, to profeſſe my ſelf a Prof point 
For, an Architett for my heaveil(perin 
Maſter : and therefore not onlj| tions 
to be ready to undertake the ed Work 
fication ( ſatisfaction ) of any - ceſſe, 

thi 


—— ——_—_ 


; theCallingof a Miniſter, 45 
i that cals for my help ; but likewiſe 
4 where. I ſhall neicher take any 0- 
ther mans work out of his hand ; 
* nor hinder that which is more 
properly mine own work; to be 
{ forward and offer my ſelf upon 
4 the 2g probability of doing | 
# £004, i 
( : 14. 1 deſire to renew my Commiſ= * 
fron from my great Lord and Mas + 
i fer,every time 1 go abont any of his * 
f work; by ſaupplicating his grace to » 
if 80 forth and along with me, to - 
q the end: and to look with con- 
1 tentedneſſe and patience of faith 
ij for my reward from him alone : 
i} even the more, rather then the 
j| lefle, when being not guilty in my 
ſelf of any willing fault to diſap- 
e| point it, I ſee not the work proſ. 
| perin my hands : becaxſe he propoy- * 
ff 21095 bis reward according to ony * 
is Work , Which #5 endeavonr, not ſuc... * 
ul ceſſe, Which 75 his work : and we * 
a C have 


46 An Appendix applied,&c. 
have wrought moſt-hard, toylec 
moſt many times, when we hay 
leaſt ſucceſs, the want of it great 
ly encreaſing our toyl ; belidg' 
that for the moſt part it is n 
meerly negative, but poſitive 
through che oppoſition of thok 
we would doe good to, but car 
not; and this toendure is perſc 
cution, to which is promiſed ; 
great recompence of reward : bu 
all only from his alone grace,wh' 
firſt works in ws mightily, to mak 
us doe and ſuffer all things fo 
him; and then rewards ws mer 
fally and bountifully, through ]e| 
fus Chriſt. To whom therefore 
all ſervice, and thankſgiving, ati 
Slory forever. Amen. 
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PEPRS: 


TO THE 


_ Chriſtian Reader, 


' Chriſtian Rea der, 


H part of Memorials of god- 


lineffe and Chriſtianity : 

Small indeed for bulk , but the more 
ſnteable for that to the Title, and 
the leſſe burthenſome to thee, With- 
all 1 muſt needs ſay, I meant thee 
ſomewhat more : but Whileſt ( in 
the mid(} of wany imployments ) [ 
Ws getting it ready, a ſtrange 
hand was like to have robbed me of 
the Ereatef part of this, by putting 
| ba the Preſſe ( unkyows tome ) an 
as OE 


Ere ts offered thee a ſecond © 


| 
; 


- * 3- 


To the Reader. x 


imperfett Copy of the Paradoxes. 
Thus made me haſten to tenaer a erue 
one, and to content my ſelf for the 


| preſent With the addition of the other 


leſſer pieces, Which here accompany 


' them. In Which if thou findeſt any 
ſpiritual ſevonr, T ſhall be Willing 


to own mY ſelf thy debtor for the re- 
mainder of- my thoughts of this 
kinde, as Goa upon thy Prayers, 
( Which I muſt continually beg ) 
ſhall vouchſafe to afford leiſure aad 
aſſiftance : Only entreating thee to 
remember, that as I count my ſelf 
the more engaged by every of 
theſe publick expreſſions, to 4 


more exatl Walking in all the Waies 


of goalineſſe and Chriſtiamty ; 10 
wilt not thou be able to anſwerit 
to God, if thou content thy [elf 


With commending an), or all of that 


Which thou readeſt, and thy heart 


and thy life be yot the better. Not 


notions, but affetions and attions 
C 4 are. 


j 52 TotheReader. 
are matters of true honour and ſ0- yp 
kd comfort. So I leave thee to the 2% 

| Lord, in whom I am ever, =: 


Thine and the Churches 1 | 


 Taly 25. ſervant together, 
1645, .- 


rains! 
£ 
| 
| 


The fa 


The China of a 
Chriſtian in Para- 
doxes, and ſeem- 
ing Contradi- 


I. A Chrifian is one, who- 
beleeves things which 


his reaſon cannot. coMm- _ 


prehend. 


2. Who hopes for that: which S | 


neither-he, nor any man aliveever 
ſaw. 
3. Who labours for that te 
knows. he can never attain. 
C5 4. Yet. 


_— 


$2 The Charatter of a _ 
h 


' Belief appears tc 


4. YetinYN been falſe, 


ave 


- — — p 
: 


the iſſue, { Hope makes him not a-. 


his ſhamed. 


Labour is not in vain. 


5.He believes Three to be One, 


and One to be Three; A Father 
not to be elder then his-Sqn, and 
the Son to be equall with his Fa- 
ther, and: one proceeding from. 
both to be fully equall to both. 

Hebeleeves in one Natere three- 
Perſons, and in one- Perſon two 
Natares. 

7. He beleeves a YV:rgiz to have. 
been a other, and her-Soz to be. 
her Maker. 

8. He beleeves him to be hors i;; 
tie, who was from everlaſting, 
and him to be ſhut up ina narrow- 
room, . whom Heaven and Earth 
could never contain; 

9.He beleeves him to have been: 


a.weak childe carried.in arms,who- - 


15s 


TA ooo ——_____ 
- 


_ Mas ann 


i» Paradexes,&c. 5 5- 
' isthe Almighty; and himto have 
died, who only hath life and im- 
mortality in himſe!f. 

10, He beleeves the God of all 
grace, to have been angry with 
one who never offended him ; and 
the God that hates all ſinne,to be 
reconciled to himſelf, though fin- 
ning continually, and never ma- 
king, or being able to make him 
- ſatisfaction, Gy 

11. He beleeves the moſt juſt: 
God to have puniſhed a moſt in- 
nocent perſon; and co have juſti- 
fied himſelf, thongh a moſt un- 
Sodly ſinner. | FRE, 

12, He beleeves himfelf freely 
pardoned, and yet that a ſufficient+ 
ſatisfaction is paid for him. | 

13, He beleeves himfelf to be. 
precious in Gods fight, yet be 
loaths himſelf in his own ſight. 

' 14, He dares not juſtifie him- 
felf, even inthoſe things wherein: 


he- Þ 


56 The Charafter of a Chriſtian 
he knows no fault in himſelf : yet 


he beleeves God accepts even 


thoſe ſervices, wherein himſelf is 
able to finde many faults. 

_ 15. He praiſeth God for his' 
Juſtice, and fears him for his Mer- 
cies. 


| com 


| 


| 


16. He is ſo aſhamed;as he dares | 


not open his mouth before God ; 


. yet comes with boldneſſe to God, 


and asks any things he needs. 

17. He is ſo humble as to ac- 
knowledge himſelf to deſerve no- 
thing but evil; yet ſo confident, 
as to beleeve God means him: all 
go00d. 


18. He1s onethiat fears alwaies, 


and yetis as bold as a Lion. 

19. He is often ſorrowfull, yet 
 alwaies rejoycing : often com- 

_ plaining, yer alwaies giving of 
thanks. | 

20, He is moſt lowly minded, 
yet the greateſt aſpirer ; moſt: 
| Core 


21 
mea 
alof 
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contented, yet ever craving, 
| 21. He bears a lofty ſpirit ina 
mean condition ; and when he-is 
aloft, thinks meanly of himſelf, 
22. Heis rich in poverty, and 

poor inthe midſt of riches. 

23. He beleeves all the world to 
be his, yet dares take nothing . 
without ſpecial leave. 

24. He covenants with God for 
nothing, yet looks for the great- 
elt reward. 

25. He loſes his life and gains 
 byir, and even while he loſes it, 
he ſaves it. L 
© 26. Helives not to himſelf, yet 
of all others is moR{ wiſe- for him- 

ſelf. | | 

27. He denies himſelf often, yet { 
no man that moſt pleaſes himſelf, i} 
loves himſelf ſo well. | 

28, He isthe moſt reproached, 


2 
i 
7 


and moſt honoured. Te li 
29, He hath the moſt aflifions,. 
and: F 
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and the moſt comforts. 


30. The more injury his enemies- 
do to him, the more advantage he 


gets by them, - 
31. The more he himſelf for- 


ſakes of worldly things, the more 


he enjoies of them. 


32. Heis moſttemperate of all 


men, yet fares moſt deliciouſly. 

33-He lends and gives molt free- 
ly, yetis the greateſt Uſurer. 

34. He is meek towards all men, 
| yerunexorable by men. 
-......35. Heis the beſt childe, bro- 
' ther, husband, friend, yet hates. 
Father, and mother, and wife,and 
; -brethren, @&c. | 

36, He lovesall men as him-- 

felf,yet hates ſome. men with per- 
Fet hatred. 

37. He deſires to- have more: 
 FAracethen any hath inthe world, 
 yetheis truly ſorry when he ſees- 
any. man have leſſe.chen himſelf. 
38.He: 


in Paradoxes,&c. 59: 


38. He knows no man after the 
fleſh, yet gives to all. men their 
due reſpects. 

37. He knows, if he pleaſe men 
he is not the ſervant of Chriſt ; 
yet for Chriſts ſake he. pleaſes all 
men in all things. | 

40. He 1s a peacemaker, yet: . 
continually fighting, and-an irre- 
conctieable enemy. 

41. He beleeves him to be: 
worſe then. an Infidel that pro- 
vides not for his-family, yet he- 
himſelf lives and dies without: 
Care. 1 
42. Heisſevere to his children. - 
becauſe he loves them ;_ and be-- 
ins favourable to-hisenemies, re-. 
venges himſelf upon them. 

43. He accounts all his inferi-- 
ours his fellows, yet ſtands ſtrictly; 


upon his authority... 


44. He beleeves the Angels to- 
be.more excellent creatures then: | 
himſelf,, } 


60 The Charafler of a Chrifian 
himſelf, and yet counts them his 
ſervants. 

45. He beleeves he receives ma- 
ny good turns by their means, yet 
he never prates their aſſiſtance,nor 
craves their praiers, nor offers 
them thanks, which yet he doth 
not diſdainto doe to the meaneſt 
Chriſtian. | 

_ 46, He eleeves himſelf a King, 

how mean ſoever he be, and how 
great ſoever he be, that he is not 
to&» good: to be ſervant to: the 
pooreſt Saint. 

47, He is often in'priſon, yet al- 
' waies at liberty, and a free-man 
though x ſervant. 

48. He receives not honour from 
men, yet highly prizes a good 
name. 

49. He beleeves God: hath bid- 
denevery manthat doth him any 
Sood' to doe ſo; yet he of any 
man is the. moſt rhanktull to 

them 


=Y 
<= 


i ma 
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' them that doe ought for him. 
50. He would lay downhis life 
to ſave the ſoul of his enemy ; yet 
; will not venture upon one ſin to 
| fave his life that hath ſaved his. © 

51. He ſwears to his own hin- 
derance and changes not ; yet | 
knows, that his mouth cannot tye + 
| himto fin. 
| * _ 42- He beleeves Chriſt to have 
no need of any thing he doth, yer 


makes account he relieves Chrifk. - 


inall his deeds of charity, 


53- He knows he can doe no-. | 
thing of himfelf, yet labours to. {+ 


work out his own ſalvation. 


54. He confeſſes he can do no-. 3 


thing; yet as truly profeſſes he - 
can do all things, NT 
55. He knows that fleſh and 
bloud ſha!l not inherit the King- 
dom of God: yet believes he ſhall 
£0 to heaven body and foul. 
56. Hetrembles at Gods Word, 
| yet 


62 The Charafterof a Chriſtian 
| yet counts it ſweeter to him then 
the honey and the honey-comb, 


"and dearer then thouſands of | | 


Sold and ſilver. 

57. He beleeves that God will 
never damn him ; and yet hefears 
him for being able to caſt him in- 
co hell. 
| 58. He knows he ſhall not be 

ſaved by his works, and yet doth 
all the good works he can, and 
beleeves he ſhall not be faved 
' without them. 

59; He knows. Gods providence 
orders all things ; yet is he ſo dili- 


Sent in his buſinefle, as if he were . | 


to cut out his own fortune. 
60, He beleeves before-hand, 
God hath purpoſed.what ſhal be; 


and that nothing can make him ! 


alter his purpoſe ; yet praies and 
endeavours as if he would force 

God :&:ſatisfie him however. 
61. -Hle praies and labours for 
what 
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what he beleeves God means to 
give him,and the more aſſured he 


| is, the more earneſt. 
62. He praies for that he know- 


| 

| eth he ſhall not obtain, and yet 
| Sives not OVer, 

| 


| 63. He prates and laboury for 
. that, which he knows he way be 
| noleſſe happy withour. 

64. He praies with all his heart 
not to be led into temptation, 
yet rejoyces when he is fallen in- 
coir. | 

65. He beleeves his prayers to: 
be heard, even when thiey are de- 

| nied, and gives thanks for that 
which he praied againſt. 
66.He hath within him the fleſh 
and the ſpirit;yert.is not a double- 
minded man. | 

67. He is often led away cap- 
tive by the law of ſin, yer it never 
Sets the dominion over him. 

68. He cannot finne, yet he 

can 


cando nothing without ſinne. 


69. He can doe nothing againſt. | p 


his will ; yet he doth what he 
would nor. 

, 70. He wavers and doubts, and 
yer obtains;he is often toſſed and 
ſhaken, and yet like mount Z:0y. 


71. He isa Serpent and a Dove, | 
aLamband a Lion, a Reed anda 


Cedar. 

72. He is ſometimes ſo trou- 
bled, that he thinks nothing is 
true in religion; and yet if he did 
think ſo, he could not be at all 
troubled. PS 

73. He thinks ſometimes God 
hath no mercy for him,and yet re- 
folves to die in the purſuit of it. 

- 74. He'belceves like Abraham, 
in hope and againſt hope: and 
though he can never anſwerGods 


Logick, yet with the woman of .| 
Canaan he hopes ro prevail with 


the Rhetorick of importunity. 
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in Paradoxes, 8c. 3 


75, He-wreſtles with-God and 
prevails; and though yeelding 
himſelf unworthy the leaſt bleſ- 
fing he enjoys already ; yet Zacob- 
like, will not let God go without 
anew bleſſing, | 

76. He ſometimes thinks him- 
ſelf to have no grace at all; and 
yet how poor and afflicted ſoevyer 
he be beſides, he would not 
change conditions with che moſt 
proſperous upon <carth that is a 
maniteſt worldling. ; 

77. Be thinks ſometimes\the 
CrBmncegs God do him no 
'Bood at all,and yer he would ra- 
ther part with his life then be de- 
prived of them, 
78. He was barn dead, andye 
fo, as it had been murtherto have 
taken his life away. 
| 79. When life was firft putinto 
him, is common'y unknown ; and 
with ſome, not untill they had 
learned 


_—_ ay — hatin f . — 


at him; yet they ſometimes ſee | 
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learned to ſpeak, and were even 
grown up tothe ſtature of a man; 
and with others, not till they | 
were ready to drop into their } 
graves for - | 


80. After he beginsto live heis 


ever dying; and though he have | 


# 


an eternall life begun in him, yet 
he makes account he hath a death | 
to paſſe throuph.. | 

81, He couuts ſelf-murther a | 
moſt hainous fin, yet he is conti- / 
nually bufied in crucifying his 
fleſh, and putting to death his | 
earthly members. | 

82. He beleeves that his ſoul | 
and body ſhall be as full of glory | 


as theirs that have more, and not | d 
more full then theirs that have | 


teſle. - ; 
83. He lives inviftbl to thoſe 
that fee him, and thoſe that 
know him beſt, doe but gueſſe 


further 


; 


+ 
ruptt, 
rupti: 
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farther into him, and judge more 
truly of him then himſelf doth. 

84. The world did ſometimes 


 count- him a Saint, when God 


counted him an hypocrite ; and 
after, when the world branded 
him for an hypocrite, God owned 
him for a Saint. | 

$5. In fine, his death makes not 
an end of him : his ſoul, which 
was created for his body, and is 
not to be perfected without his 
body, is more happy when it is ſe- 
parated from it, then it was all 


 thewhile it was united to it : and 
| his body, though torn in pieces, 
| burnt to aſhes, ground to pow- 


TSS * EDD RRRRT__TT 


4 As 


der, turned into rottenneſs, ſhall 
be no looſer : His Advocate, his 
Surety, ſhall be his Judge ; his 
mortall part ſhall become immor- 
tall ; and what was ſown incor- 
ruption, ſhall be raiſed in incor- 
ruption and glory ; and his ſpi- 

rituall 


68 The Charater of, &%c. © q 
rituall part, though it had a be- | 
Sinning, ſhall have no end; and | 


| himſelf a finite creature, 

| ſhall be poſſeſſed of an | 

| infinite happineſle. 

| Amen. | 

] | 

| 
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A Character of vi- 
ſible Godlinefle. 
being not ignorant of the 


Ares and doqrine of 


| God, lives not only without /cas- 
| dali;but approves and praQtiſes the 
| general duties of Chriftianity,and 

_thoſe' that are ſpeciall to his cOn- 
dition. 

"More particularly : | 
A godly man. is one that loves 
the Word in the poWer of it, 'and 
| atleaſt deſpiſes it notiinche plain 

j es Of it; that comes to the Word, 

{ notito cenſere and cavi/, butto be 
ravgkt and ruled ; that profeſſes 
notto allow himſelf in any known 
#u,1 in, _ reſolves and praiſes /c/f- 

* a9) D demiall, 


Godly man 1s one, who 


—_— 


70 'A Charatter of 
aeniall, ſo far as it is made plain 
to him, that Chriſt denies his de- 
fires, He is one that loves thoſe - 
that /cem religious and conſciona- 


p 

h 

b 

A 

ble, until they prove /candalow, l 
and be manifeftly diſcovered for j| 
| 

f 

{ 

] 

{ 


Hypecrites, and then eſteems ne- | 
verthe worſe of the profeyſion it | 
felf;,and of thoſe others whom he j 
knows no harm by. He is unwil- 
ling to beleeve all of ſuch, nd NN 
though he /ce them faulty, doth 
not ſtraight condemn them to be 
altogether void of S»cerity. Mean | 
time he is ſo far from rejoycing at { 
their miſcarriages, that even par- 
ticular ſcandals are amongft hu 
greatef griefs. But ſpecially heis *" 
afraid to giveany il example him- /: 
ſelf, as knowing himſelf made and | 
xedeemed to 1 other end, then tbat 
he ſhonuld live to Geds glory: Theres 
fore alſo he profeſſes and reſolves |! 
to doe what good: he can in his i. 

© place; Þ 


v1ſible godlineſſe. 71 
. place; and particularly to have 
hu family know, and fear God, and 
beleeve in Chriſt. He is one that 
accounts ſz worſe then ſhame, or 
lofſe, or any other miſery: and re- 


| 1 ſolvesto ſafer rather then offe11as 


He eſteems godlineſle the greateſt 
Sain, and contentment a neceſſary 
piete of godlineſſe, and that ho- 
nour, pleaſure, wealth, to be /«f- 
Y ficient to contentment, which God 
+ caſts upon him, while he fir /* /ceks 
' bus Kingdom and Righteouſneſſe. 
And laſtly, Who hath ſo much 
W/edoms as to take more thought 
how to redeem time, then to paſſe 
:t away), having ſomewhar ſerledly 
to do beſides following his plea- 
ſures, which he uſes as his recrea- 
801, and makes not his b»/ine(ſe. 
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General Conſidera- þ 


tions to excitetowatch- 
tulneſle, and to ſhake off | 
 ſpiricual drow!ineſs. 


He glorious aud nalfel 
Majeſty of God, with 
whom at all times we 
have to do, who is a. conſuming 
fire, and therefore his ſervice and 
obedience to him is not to be 
flighted, but -to be performed 
with watchfulneſs, reverence and 
godly fear. | 
* 2- Our ſns, in number exceed- 
ing the hairs of our heads, in . 
weight, the meaſure of the fand ; \q 
The vilenefle of {in generally,and ' 
the unreaſonable: odiouſneſſe of 
Ones own ſinnes, in many reſpets ji} 
worſe a5 


Conſid, to excite 8c. #73 
worſe then any others we know: 

3. The fearful curſes and pu- 
#i/oments due to ſin (to our ſins) oz 
earth, and torments inconceivable 
and eternal inhell. 

4. T he abominableneſſe of ſinne, 
demonſtrated ſpecially. in that 
nothing could expiate it, but the. 
bloud and death of Chriſt, nor 
only man, buc God. 

5. The infinite love of God and 
Chriſt co ſinful mankinde in thoſe 
ſufferings of Chriſt for fin. 

6. The certainty of damnation, - 
ſtill, ro thoſe that careleſly de- 
ſpiſe, or wilfully abuſe the grace 
of Chriſt to carnal ſecurity, or 
willing cuſtomary in. ft 

7. T he manifeſt expreſſions of 
Scripture, that multitudes, even of 
thoſe that live Within the v1ſible 
Church, ſhall yet go to hell. 

8. The Devils unwearied malice, 
violence, cunning, going up and 
3 down 


_ Se 


wad ates. ns th "INF. 


down like a roaring Lion, ſeeking 


Whom he may dovour, unto whom | 


74 Confid.to excite to Watchfulnes, 


they that watch not, muſt needs | 


become a prey. 


-..- 9. The prodigious and deſperate 


F-- 
} 


corruption that 1s in. every ones | 
heart, ready to betray us, evento | 
the baſeſt luſt and moſt horrid | 


wickedneſle. 


IO. The fearfull frights of con- | 


ſcience , that God may awaken 
us withall out of our drowſie 
dreams. 


11. The ſharp and ſtinging [cour- + 
ges even in worldly reſpects, : 


wherewith God may rouſe us out 


of onr carnal fecurity : and muſt, 
and\vill, with one or other, if 0- 


ther means will not prevail. 
I 2. The wretched nnthankeful- 
»eſſe of deſpiſing his command- 


ments, or lazily performing any 


ſervice to him,whoſe mercies have 
been and are fo abundant and free 
coward 


and to ſhake off firitedrowſinſs. 73 "_ 


toward us,. as we have found 
them; and yet hope for infinite- 
ly more hereafter, 

13. The Watchfullneſſe and dili- 


gence of Worldly men, and their 


heat for the Devil, and their own 
luſts. 

14. T he danger that may be to ns, 
not only from worlaly men, allu- 
rings or oppoſing ; bur ever from 
thoſe Who are godly, and may yet 
prove tempters and fnires to us, 
and ſo we never walk but ia the 
middeſt of ſnares and temprati- 


- ONS, 


Ig. T he certain ſhortneſs and un- 
certain continuance of oxr /ives, 
ſubje& to a thouſand Gugities, 
and nothing to be donefort3od, 
or our ſelves after death. 

| 16. The nobleneſſe and excellency 
of our immortal! ſouls, born to 
higher imployment and honour, 
then a brutiſh ſervice of the-bo. 
D 4. ay, 


76 Confidto excite toWatchfulnes, 


dy, or. Paganiſh purſuing of this || 


preſent world. 

17. The certainty of the hope 
whereunto they are called, who 
ſeek the Kingdom of God above 
all other things. 


——_ ; 


18. The infiuite glory of Heaven, 


and-eternall happineſs, there kept 
in ſtorefor them that fight a good 


fight, and finiſh their courſe, and | 


keep the faith,and loveand watch 
for the-appearance of Chriſt. 


19. The exceeding greatneſſe of | 


the mighty power of God, working 
for and in them that beleeve, and 
live by faith; 

20, The exceeding: great and pre- 
cious promiſes of all kindes, even 
for comfort in this life, to them 


that love God, and walk upright- 


«ly, and forſake any thing for 
| & Chriſt, hat all rhings ſhall Work 
| © zogether for good to them, and no 
 *-g00d- thing ſhall be withhol- 
| R - «den 


nos 
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' andro /hake off ſ[pirit.drowſineſs. FE | 


* den from them ; and for any - 
* thing they have forſaken , they 
&* hall receive in this World, even 
* in the midſt of perſecutions, an 
* bxnared fold more, and eternall 
* life in the World ro come. 

21. T he experience of- that ſweet 
peace of conſcience, and bleſſed cone 
tentation, and ſpirituall reoycing, 
even in the midſt of tribulations 
and perſecutions, . that- is to be 
ſeen in many of the ſervants of 
God: and which all profeſſe to 
be certainly attainable, by thoſe 
that watch and pray, and are ſo- - 
ber, and exerciſe their faith- and 
Srace, 
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A Remedy againſt 
Carefulneſſe. 


Phil. 4. verſ. 6. 
Be carefull for nothing. 


5 (op forb:dden, is ta- 
king over-much thought, 
diſquieting the minde, rending 


the heart in pieces with doubts | 


_ and fears $i 
for worldly 8994 to bed _ 
things, {il - befall. 

| continue. 


Doting too much up- 


_ on the thing orcom- / 


2. The  fortin-danper. 


cauſes are Y-.. CMen. 
RE” Di Mere 


3. 


Goas bleſſing 
. The 


O—_— —_—— 


ATI» -> " Camm—_— - ——— 


er 


@Q UUQ uw 


__ - a. 


A' Remedy againſt Carcfulne ſſe. 7 9 


3. The effeds. are divers, and: 
not the ſame in all : Bur it ap- 
pears,-- - 

1+ When it provokes to uſe in- 
dire&t means. 

2. When the means which are 
uſed, though commonly ſtthcient, 
are not counted ſufhcient. 

3. When the thoughts are chte- 
fly upon it firft and laſt, contra- 
ry.to the exprefle charge, Mat, 
6.33. 
4. When it breeds interruption: 
in _ Neglected. 

duties? Untowardly done. 
5. When it hinders from enjoy- 


ing naturall comforts, 


6, When it makes unfit for ones 


. calling. 


7. When it hinders freedom of 
ſpirit, and makes unfit for civil ſo- 
ciety. 

4. Hence the Reaſons againſt 


it are many, ſhewing che ſinful 
neſſe 


'$d-\ A'Remedy 
neſſe- of it, and direAing to Re- 
medies againſt it. 


Is It & an idolatrows fins if we 


doted not too much: on ſuch a 
creature or comfort, we could 
not be overcarefull aboutit. See 
Pſal. 73. 25. compared. with the 
former part. - 

T he Remeay 1, to apply Gods 
Al-ſufficiency, who can certainly 
make us happy withoutthat crea- 
ture or comfort. 
2+ 1t 82a Paganiſh:ſinne, an Infi- 
dels fin, if we did beleeve Gods 
providence, attributes. and pro- 
miſes, we could not beſo out of 
quiet, fat.6. 

The Remedy 44, to lay to heart 
theſe Doarines ,- as becomes. a 
Chriſtian. 

. 3» It 5 an unthankefull finne, we 
deſerved Hell and ſcape that, and 


are- promiſed ' Heaven inſtead of 


it.are we not bound to refer other 


things to God? | The 


if one obtain their deſires. . 


againſt Carefulneſſee $1 

T he Remedy t5, to ponder well 

our ſins, and Gods great mercy in 
Chrilt. 

4. It 5 a fruitleſſe ſin, no man 

gets any thing by vexing,himfelf, 


Gods will ſhall ſtand: 


T he Remedy is, to weigh how 
great a-piece of wiſedom it-is-to 
make a vertue of neceſſit). 

5. It a multiplying ſin, it en- 
dangers to make one doe any 
thing, to ſecure themſelves from 
what they fear. 

T he Remedy 24, to conſider the 
leaſt fin worſe then any evill, ts 
2true Chriſtians heart. | 

6+ It 15 & pernicious fin, itpro- 
vokes God, often to-croſſe us in 


the very thing, even for our over» - | 


carefulneſſe-abour it, diſappoint- 
ing hopes, or bringing. fears,- ac» - 
cording to-our perplexed appre» 
henfions, beſides worſe miſchief; - 


The | 


BR A Remedy 

T he Remedy 15, to conſider the 
promiſes made to meekneſle, and 
the comforts of a good conſcience 

7. It 5 a prophane fin, hindring 
religious duries. 

The Remedy &, to remember 
Gods ſervice the end of our life, 
and nothing ſhould hinderus init 

8. It 5 an inhumane ſin, it hurts, 
1.The ſoul, inthe forenamed neg- 
tet of duties to God, 2.T he boay, 
by hindring the enjoying of com» 
forts. | 

The Remedy 15, to love our 
ſelves wiſely, and o«r whole ſelves 
rather then ozxr fancy inany thing 
orthen any one particular thing 
for our ſelves, how ſeeming ne- 


ceſſary ſoever. 
9. It ts an unſociable ſin, and in- 


humane in -reſpe&t of others, it 


makes unfit forall converſe, and 


| . ſo negledtful of friends, and even, 


bediſcomforts to them. 
58 The 
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againſt Carefulneſſes 83 _ 
T he Remedy wp, to conſider our 
ſelves not born for our ſelves on- 
ly : others afford us comfort, and 
we cwe the like to them. 
10, It 5 an unneceſſary fin, we 
have vexation enough for each 
day, we need not vex our ſelves 


with thought for to morrow. 


T he Remeay z5, to conſider that 
we may die, before that we miſf- 
doubt comes: and then (as we 
ſay) thethought u taken. 

11. 1t 15 a ſelf-condemned ſinne : 
There are none but truſt men in: 
ſomething or other, as great as 
that they are now overcarefull a- 
bout, or muſt do God with a grea- 
ter matter, the eternall eſtate of 
their ſouls. - 

T he Remedy #,to reaſon the like 
in one thing we do inanother,and 
not to diſparage God while we 


truſt men. 


L2e It 5 a fin againſt experience, 
I's WI 


84 4 Remedy againſt Carefulneſſe. 


1. Of the bruit and even ſenſeleſs 


creatures, God feeds the fowls, ' 


and clothes the graſs. 2, Our own, 
is not the life more then meat ? 
and the body then rayment ? ſpe- 
cially the ſoul theneither * 

T he Remedy #, to conſider God 
our Father, who will not be kin- 
der to a kite then to a childe, or 
prefer a flower before a ſon, nor 
withhold the leſſe (being good : 
and who is ſo mad, as to fay I 
would have what God ſees not 
S00d? ) having givenchegreater, 
Rom.8.3 1. 

- The Lord of Earth and Heaven, 
of grace and glory, teach us ever 
to love him with faith and thank. 


fuineſſe, that we may enjoy all 
00d from him tlirough Jeſus 
Chriſt, Amen. | 
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FASTING, 
Þ Nehems.9.5 « &C.. - 


F. \ N awfull Regard and Re- 


verence of the gliriom Mar 
jeſty of thegreat(Tod; with 
| Wheommwe have todo, by a throughy 
' apprehenſion of his infinite and' 1 
| incomprehenfible. perfetion, in 
| all his Attributes, and of his ab. 
ſolute Soveraignty, as Creator, 
' Preſerver, and Ruler of us and: all. 
* things inthe world, ver.6. 
"1 2. Thankefulneſs for all the good- 
| meſſe of God vouCchſafed to ws, by a 
 lazgeapprehenſion of all his ma- * 
gifold 
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| The Soul 


nifold Favour, Generall to His 
Church, to onr Nation, Particu- 
larto Us and our Friends, Tem- 
poral, Spiritual ; illuſtratcd mar- 
vellouſly by our deſervings, not 
only of no good, but of extream 
11, 9.7. &C. 

3. Sorrow fer our fins, and our 
Nations and Fore-fathers ſins, by 
a deep apprehenſion of the curſed 
Nature of (ſin in general, and vile- 
neſſe of ſuch ſinnes in particular ; 
Aggravated by all circumſtances 
that may be; Specially by Gods 
Mercies and Chaſtiſements. ver/, 
I Go & Co | ; 

4. Senſe of our miſery, Felt and 
Feared, all proceeding fromG ODS 
' band, from hu diſpleaſure, provoked 
by our finnes, and impoſſible to be a- 
voided, but by bus Favour, Which is 
25 not to be preſumed upon, if we con- 

inwe in onr fins, Ver. 32« Oc. 
Faithin the Covenant,Truth, 
Good- 


of Faſting. _ 87 ; 
Goodneſle, and Power of God, 
for all times and purpoſes, ver. 32. 
6. A Covenant renewed With 
GOD of all Obſervance and Fide- 
lity, ſpecially to amend what we 
have acknowledged amiſſe in our 
ſelves, and profeſſed ſorrow for, 
and fear of, before GOD or men, 
or doth, v.39, and ch, 10.through- 
Out, ' 
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Direttions about theſe | 


E Þ the Word read or preach- 


ed,choſe things are to beme?? 
 ®carefully. obſerved, which | 

may quicken and confirm any of | 

| | 

1. All theſe are to be preſented 

in Prayer, ſummarily in every f9- 
 Jemn ſupplication ſuch a day, pri- 
vate or publike : but theenlarge- 


P " 


ments may be yaried, and one +: , 
while more of one, and another 
while of another. 
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3. Before-hand it would be | 
Sreatly helpfull ro have written * | 
by us: 1. Amplifications upon . /. 
Gods Attributes. 2. Catalogues ® 
of choicer mercies. 3. Catalogues 
EF of fins. 4. Aggravations of ſins. 
ME 4. Theday is to be begun with 
3 | | thoſe 


& 
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T. The Soul of Faſting. 8g © 
thoſe thoughts ſpecially which _ * 
relate to our ſelves, though ta- 
king in others alſo. 
+, 5, And it is not to be ended 

; Without ſome ſecret, yet ſolemn 
review of the ſouls behaviour, 
from firſt to laſt : and anearnveſt 
|, labouring to faſten all the good 
thoughts it hath had upon it, and 
to re-enforce the ſuit tro God, to. 
ſettle them upon ic firmly and 


| 
i laſtingly. _ 


T he God of All Wiſedom aud Grace, © 
- reach us te pratliſe- and improve 
theſe Remembrances to his Glory, 
and onr Eternall Good by Feſws 
Chr it 0 


